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Strategic Frivolity or New Balance of Power?

Timofei Bordachev
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Abstract: The contemporary time definitely stands out the most for the
most significant change in the international context after the end of World War
II. The most important feature of the international situation today is the absence
of generally recognized rules of the game and dominant players. Mutual respect is
probably the scarcest commodity in relations between great or even just major
powers. Both China and the United States consider Russia as a potential ally and
they struggle for it. Europe is entering into a new age in a situation where Eu-
rope and the West as a whole will no longer enjoy a monopoly of influence on
international affairs. The finale of the Western liberal global order did not lead to
a new, more just for all arrangement. The world has entered into an apparently
lengthy diplomatic and hybrid — type military confrontation. The period of rela-
tive uncertainty, which emerged against the backdrop of a relative weakening of
the West’s omnipotence, is being replaced with a new struggle for global domi-

nation.
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